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The
Kingdom of Greece
& It’s Impact on The
Jewish People

Dan 8:9-14 And out of one of them
came forth a little horn, which became
very great, toward the south and
toward the east and toward the
bountiful land.
And it became great, even to the host
of heaven. And it made fall some of the
host and of the stars to the ground, and
trampled them.

Reading: Daniel 8: 1-14
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THE MILITARY HISTORY OF GREECE
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The Persian Empire
Is Overthrown

West

East
333 BC to 31 BC

The Centre of World Power Shifted from East to West
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What’s Unique About the
Greek Kingdom
in Bible History ?

THERE IS
NOTHING IN
SCRIPTURE THAT
RECORDS IT EVER
HAPPENED !
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THE CLASSICAL GREEK PERIOD
The Greek kingdom
had been in existence
for centuries before
the rise of
Alexander the Great
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According to the Jewish Historian,
Josephus ….

In BC 333 Alexander the Great
won a decisive victory over
the Persian army and
the Greek Empire emerged

Alexander the Great spared Jerusalem
because he dreamt of a ‘MAN IN WHITE’
who would tell him great things.

The Leopard of Daniel
had devoured the Bear.
The Greeks now ruled the world.

The priest of Israel, dressed in white,
showed Alexander that he was
prophesied in the scroll of Daniel
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The Great Horn is Broken

‘ …

Up Came Four Notable Horns Toward
The Four Winds of Heaven’ Dan: 8:8

Alexander dies of
alcoholic poisoning,
aged 33, in about
323 BC,
leaving no heir.
Dan 8:8 ‘Therefore the he goat waxed
very great: and when he was strong,
the great horn was broken,
….. ‘

SELEUCUS

LYSIMACHUS

PTOLOMY

CASSANDER
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‘And then there were two’

A Divided Empire
Ptolomy took
control of
the southern
kingdom,
from Egypt &
including
Palestine

Seleucus took
control of the
northern
kingdom, from
Syria, north
Of
Jerusalem

SELEUCUS
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The Jews Become the Victims of Long Term
Tyranny & Blood Shed
Palestine was sandwiched
between 2 warring factions,
fought over by both armies with
cruel & bloodthirsty
consequences.

PTOLOMY
11

12

2

6/13/2016

ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES
(The Mad Man)
2nd son of Antiochus the Great.
His first act was to depose the
Aaronic priesthood
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The Quest for Power versus Brotherly Love

(172 BC)

• Good priest Onias III is deposed as high priest by
Antiochus Epiphanes
• Onias’ brother, Jason, bribes Epiphane to let him be
high priest
• Jason’s bribe is outbid by another brother, Menelaus

The office
of high
priest up
for the
highest
bidder
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The Temple Trashed + Dedicated to Zeus
In 171 BC Antiochus Epiphanes invaded Egypt &
was reported to have been killed in battle.

Menelaus kills
his brother,
good high
priest
Onias III

Unfortunately this was not true.
In retribution for the Jews joy at his ‘supposed’ death
he attacked Jerusalem with a terrible vengeance.

• Menelaus is unable to pay his debt, so he steals the
temple treasures to cover his debt

40,000 people died in a three day period.

• Onias rebukes him for this wickedness so …..
• Meanwhile Jason gathers an army to regain the
priesthood from Menelaus.

He invaded the temple, destroyed scrolls and even
sacrificed a pig on the sacred altar.
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Disgust Fuels Retaliation
Judas Maccabee (priest) with an army
of Israelites overthrew the Syrian
power, reclaiming Jerusalem and
reinstituted Jewish religious life and
temple worship , exactly six and a half
years later (2300 days).

160 – 167 BC

(Remembered today as Hanukah
25th December)
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A Brief Period of Peace
During this period of relief from foreign domination,
The Jews signed a treaty with the rising power of the West, Rome,
that they would help them in the event of a Syrian attack.

Thus the Jews invited
their next oppressor
into their history
Roman Jewish Treaty 161 BC
Hadn’t they learnt the lesson ….
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If ever a people
were in need of
their Saviour,
from the enemy
within & without,
it was the Jews

The
Persian Legacy

333 BC to 167 BC
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ZOROASTRIANISM
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AN ANCIENT PERSIAN RELIGION

•

There is only one God who is the source of all light,
truth and righteousness

•
•

God has no images
or requires no temple.

•

God has an evil opponent but man has free will to
choose between right and wrong

•

Man will be judged on his deeds, whether he has
done evil or good works during life

•

Where men’s souls spend eternity is determined by
his behaviours in his life.

•

At death, a persons soul descends to a waiting place
where he will be met by a beautiful maiden if he
has been good, or an old hag if he has been bad.

•

There are various departments in the afterword
depending on your level of good or bad behaviour

•

There will come a time when all souls will be
resurrected for final judgement

•

The good will live in a perfect world for ever

•

The bad will return to the place of darkness for ever

•

The priests of Zoroastrianism are responsible for the
sacred writings and are called Magi

•

There is evidence the converted underwent a type
of baptism

The Influence of
Greek Culture
On The Jewish People
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So true ….
so clever.
Aristotle must be
Jewish !

Greek gods
with all the nasty attributes of humans
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Jewish Thought

Greek Thought

A Fragmenting Society

God existed. You didn’t need proof

If it couldn’t be proved, it was folly

Man was made in the image of God

Gods were made in the image of man

The physical world needed to be
perfected spiritually

The physical world was perfect

God was worshipped even if it
caused hardship

Gods were worshipped to avoid hardship

To the Jews, God is worth dying for.
God requires His people to live a
moral life
God is one and invisible

No god would expect you to die for him
The gods do not require morality, only
offerings
There are many gods, their likenesses
carved in stone

Thoughts and action are one
eg
Faithfulness

Thoughts and action are separate
Eg Faith is mental and independent to
25
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PHARISEES

SADDUCEES

• Separated from Greek influence
• Adherence to LOM and oral law
• Interpretation of the Torah
• Middle class
• Resurrection of the dead
• Belief in the afterlife
• Lovers of tradition

• Eager to be part of Greek society
• Strict temple worship
• Torah alone – Literal view
• Upper class + many priests
• No resurrection
• No afterlife
• Rewards in this life
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A Discourse to the Greeks Concerning Hades

Many Jews were
ordinary folk who,
whilst maintaining their
Jewish identity,
were influenced by
Greek culture

The Jewish position regarding
Resurrection
•

Hades or ‘place of demons’ is where souls of both
good and bad people go when they die

•

There is one descent into the place of Hades via the
grave where all are met by angels

•

The just are led to the right by angels into a place of
light where they will enjoy peace & happiness. This
place is called the ‘bosom of Abraham’.

•

The unjust are dragged to the left to a place of
darkness where there is a perpetual fire where they
will feel the heat and live in fear

•

The just and unjust can see each other from a
distance but in case a good person has compassion
on the suffering of a bad person, there is a
separating abyss which cannot be crossed.

•

All souls are confined in their place until God
determines the time of resurrection when all souls
will be reunited with their earthly body.

•
•

All souls will stand before the Christ for judgement
•
The just shall be raised in a glorious condition to live
in a perfect world which is incorruptible and never
ending and where there is no death, disease or
worries

to varying degrees.
Grecians
or Hellenistic Jews

The bad will return to the place of darkness for ever,
never freed by death nor by the prayers of
interceding friends
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R.I.P

The Jewish concept of the
place of Demons

Mary Smith
1 AD - 34 AD

coffin

LEFT

RIGHT

Descending souls are met by angels + escorted
either to the left or right
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Preparing the World For
Jesus
The Silent Years

In Dire Need of Their
Messiah
463 BC - 63 BC

Extending the boarders of the ancient world.
The Greek Empire extended across more territory than
any previous power

A prolonged period of tyranny, bloodshed, deprivation
and humiliation under various despots.
The Jews desperately needed their saviour

Extensive roadworks connected isolated towns.
(A prelude to Roman road building)

Internal divisions and splits. Pharisees and Sadducees.
Both became self interested and self serving bodies.

The Greek language becomes universal

Civil war: Traditional Jews & Jewish Hellenists

Translating the Septuagint into Greek giving access to
the Jewish Scriptures

The deposing of the Aaronic priesthood
The people were without leaders or teachers

Synagogues (places of meeting) for Jews without access The assimilation of many Jews into Hellenistic culture
to the temple

The Abyss
The Bosom of Abraham
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Exposure to free thinking society.
Choose who you worship so long as it does not conflict
with the state

Contamination of mythology and sound doctrine
30
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Adam and Eve to Noah:

1500 silent years

The Flood to Abraham

500 silent years

Joseph until Moses

350 silent years

The return of the captivity
until Jesus

400 silent years

The last apostle until now
TOTAL:

Preparing the World For
Jesus
The Silent 2000 Years

2000 silent years
4750 SILENT YEARS

In Dire Need of our
Messiah
AD 100 - 2016

The entire world had to be discovered, populated and
nations founded

The gospel message needed to be preached across the
world.

Accessibility across the world would need to be refined

That meant people would need to be essentially literate.

Thinking people will become aware of their need for a
redeemer

Gods word would need to be in a form that all people had
access to it. The printed bible in their own language

The preparation of the land for Jesus return.
(Israel and the other nations in the middle east)

Divisions within the ecclesias
Brother against brother

Ecclesias (places of meeting) for believers to assemble all
over the world

Orthodox religion imbibing mythology
The assimilation of some believers into worldly culture

The world is vulnerable to assimilating pagan ideas
dressed in sophisticated guise

Exposure to free thinking societies & contamination of
sound doctrine

OR just about 70 % of human history
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Faithful Survivors
Joseph was a JUST MAN.
Unlike the Pharisees he
kept the spirit of the law
– not the ritual
Mary rejoiced to be
God’s servant
despite the hardship
& pain it entailed
John the Baptist
preached the coming
of Messiah to a
perverse generation

Zacharias was a good
priest. Both he & his wife
Elizabeth lived a blameless
life serving God
Simeon, a devout &
just man who lived to
see the birth of Jesus
Anna, an elderly
widow who served
God both day and
night at the temple
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Our Goal: To be Faithful Survivors

Nathaniel,
Andrew & Phillip.
Actively looking
for Messiah

Certain Greeks.
Someone did
something
right
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‘Striving together
waiting & working for
Jesus when He comes to
set up His kingdom’
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