7/17/2013

TITUS

MY TRUE SON IN THE
COMMON FAITH

Paul’s letter to
Titus

is classified as
one of the
Pastoral letters
along with
1st and 2nd

What do we know about Titus?

1. Titus was a Greek convert to
Christianity and accompanied Paul on
his third missionary journey including

Corinth — at least twice (Cor 2,7,8
and 12)

2. Was called Paul’s true son in the
common faith! (Titus 1:4).
- This would indicate that Titus was
baptised by Paul personally and that
he was proud to call him a son.

3. Was missed by Paul on more than one
occasion and was asked to meet him in
Nicopolis when he had finished his task
in Crete.

4. Was trusted by Paul

- Titus made two trips to Corinth to
collect a contribution for the poor
saints in Jerusalem and Paul
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5.Some verses showing how Paul felt 6. Was left in Crete by Paul to

about Titus:
- organise the church
2 Cor 2:12 — | still had no peace of mind,

because I did not find my brother Titus - appoint elders in each town
there.
2 Cor 7:6 — But God who comforts the - ensure responsible leadership

7. Recognised as the first Bishop of
Crete in the town of Gortyn.

Gortyn was the site of the largest
Christian basilica on Crete, the
Basilica of Saint Titus, dedicated to the
first Christian bishop in Crete.
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Paulls'Second:Missionary. Journey: gk

e CRETE

Known for being a barbarous nation
Full of liars and cheats
Would do anything for money

Cretans had been converted on the Da
(Acts 2:10-12 ) probably Jews living in

of Pentecost
rete who had

Bible History Online
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« the Old Testament refers to Crete as
Caphtor, the original home of the
Philistines who migrated to the land of
Canaan some time before the Israelites
began to enter the land (Deuteronomy

» The letter to Titus quotes one of Crete’s
prophets as saying,

+ “Cretans are always liars, evil brutes, lazy
gluttons” (Titus 1:12).

» Historians tell us that this writer was a

The indictment of Cretans by Epimenides had to do

with the fact that he was affirming the immortality of

the Greek god Zeus whereas Cretans denied Zeus's
immortality.

Some ancient authors have attributed to Epimenides
the following hymn of praise to Zeus (quoted b

CRETANS — NOT A GOOD REPUTATION

Other ancient authors have also made equally
disparaging comments about Cretans, who

apparently had a reputation for lacking ethical
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Paul’s message to Titus

» As was the case with 1 Timothy Paul is
writing to encourage and to guide a young
brother in dealing with the difficult

- Vital to WALK THE TALK

» Paul outlines how to select church
leaders.

« Vital to WALK THE TALK

* Titus 1:7-9 - Since an overseer manages
God’s household, he must be blameless —
not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not
given to drunkenness, not violent, not

* A good leader leads by example

* You cannot expect people to follow you
when you are living a hypocritical life.

» Say NO to ungodliness

* Live godly lives in this present age
» Jesus gave himself for us to redeem us
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 Be respectful to the authorities and  Beware of false teachers and
live godly lives in peace divisive people
sl « Warn the divisive person once and then

« ENCOURAGE IN THE HOPE OF CHRIST WHO AM I?

* At one time we too were foolish, disobedient,
deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and
pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being




